Honolulu, T.H.
Sudsy Morning
Between 8=9 Am.
Under Attsck by an Enemy =Japan

Berrest lMother and Ded,

How can I write at such o time? I have to do gomething because I con see
the sméke pouring up into the airfrom Pesrl Harbor and the sound of the guns
ond the bombe bupsting in the water right before us keeps me in such & nervous
gstste thrt I m st do something. dJohn is o% Fegrl Herbor. He left early this
morning because he wes supposed to g0 tod-y--they heve been rushing S0. I know
they heve hit plsces there beceuse I see so much, much smoke,

The guns began some time ago but I thought they were our own usual gun
fire., Then I just got nervous snd went out to teke s better look to déscover
e11 the smoke end just then great spouts of water begen rising out of the
ocean --two of which were right in fromt of the Royel Haweiian Hotel. The
grert spouts rose allgbout some of our baittle ships and I thought that very
ctrenge to be firing so close even for practice. I just knew something was
wrong so I turned on the redio just in time to hesr thatl we were under attack
by "the Enemy". All I dan thirk of is John down there where they are attackin
How do people fsce bravely thef fect that their husbsnds are in places where
they mey be killed eny day and I cen't get any news, of course, and I do not
¥now how long it will be before 1 shell know enything. I love him sc I cen't
look into the future without him.

later in the morning.

Another stteck ceme and I watched ite. My only comfort is being up here
where I can gee so much.BEight Japanese plenes flew over the house on to
we ikiki end out to sea. Their big red circles showed up so plainly. Lots
-f planes were high and the anti-aircraft gracer bullets are all over Pearl
rorbor. The forts directly below us are quiet as to gun fire fofr the atiack
seemg to be directed at forpl Harbor snd probably =t Schoifield Parrackss 1
can see our ships gusmding the entrance 1o the Honolulu Herbor. At times the
tombs foll sbout these ships. Right now things sre more quiet but I cen stéll
feel the jar of big guns . _

The redio gives us directions end whet reports they cen every few minutes
Ve are eBedes» ordered to stey off the streets snd not to use the telephone
ot n1l. All emergencéy units hove been called together¢ ‘e are urged to keep
+ndios on snd to stey celm, I feel much belter in hend then I did. otrenge
rs it mey seem, I am not =fradd to be here--only I am sick inside at the
thought of what John is experiencing and praying 11 the time that he-iil
is experiencing something.

It is very, very windy end the clouds sre traveling fast through the
sky. Showers will come every fekr minutes in some eections of the island. Butt
:he sméke keeps rising from Pearl Herbor.

I wonder what you are heering and I hope you won't be too worried. I do
not think thet any bombs will fall -roung this house because they will not
weste bombs on pleces of no strategic value. Were we living at Waikiki where
forts are or near other forts and airports we would be in more danger.

Oders have just come in viBgesémeng every strong language %o kxeep off
ihe streets snd to Beep all cars off streets. The army is getting angry about
people's slowness to respond sbout cers. Ambulances heve heen called out-~
trucks, certsin motor hoat operators, auto drivers and various other units.
All policemen end fireman are being mobilized snd 2ll officers in all Dbreanches
of the government heve been called together. Orders keep coming over the
rodid.. I writé right on while I listen to them. One announcem$nt just now
soid e11 Perrl Herbor Workers cnlled ovt & little time ego need not come if
they hove not slieady gone. This does not epply to John becsuse he left hours

sgo before sny of this started. _ "
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The Jeppnese meid is home with me. OShe and I gsat beside esch other
on the lsnai snd watched the last atteck.

Enemey edrplsnes have been shot down we have just been told. They call
it a sporadic attack. TFrom now on I suppose we shall stay in 2 stete of di/
emergencye Autos sre to s&gy off the roads. I wonder how JYhn will get home
if he is allowed to come home.

I wonder if we shell heve school snd if we do whet 2 lot of responsibilit
each one of us must sssume when we won't know just what is going %o heppen. =

~—John snd I will have +to steel ourselves not to worry sbout eech other because

we may both heve jobs to do thet will keep us spert. I don't plen to sit at
home snd take core of myself slone if things get out of hoend ond help is need=-
ed.

"I een see lots of smoke in beck of the big hongers ot Hickom Field.

The big hengers do not seem to be on fire. I heve to climb up onto the back
rfart of our yerd to see thet much. I cen only see a little from the fronte.
I ¢:n't sctuslly see Fesrl Harbor beceuse it sets too fer besck ond pord of

e mount~in slope cuts it off but I cen see where it should be and where the
smoke com:s frome

10:30 Am
People are being told in no uncertesin terms to drive csrs up onto the
_ lpwns but to get off the streets.

A1l herdware snd medicel supply dealers ere being erdered to their
rleces of business. Thet sickens me.
= where I sit to write this I can look out 211 over the ses so I watch
'nd write st the same time. No plones are in the sky right now. Lots of
submarines seem to be going out. The sea looks roughe :

The governor has decdardd us to be in a2 stele of emergency which means
the ermy issues the orders.

“Injured sre being teken to the Tripler Hospital now and certsin doctors
ere being cdlled for now. So meny many doctore are Peing enlled! It frightes
me, They must have such s lot of injured. They keepD reseding ligts of doctors.

What I ghought were submerines seem to be cruisers and destroyers.
The weter is bresking high offer them.

Now smmunition workers sere beigg celled up. Trucks are picking them
np in designrted plrces. All trucks =nd motorcyeles ecre being c=lled out,.

" I ghell stop writing for ewhile. I must find some work to do beseuse
»11 I think sbout is wh't is hepp-ning to John. I know our army and nevy will
hendle things. We crn't lose. This will redlly unite peoples I am so gled I
~m heres If I we'e on the meinlend, I should go crasy being so far away from
home,

All those Japsnese plenes thet flew over the house coeme from in back
of our house whieh means they ceme from the San Franciscé side.

Now things ere very quiet. There seems to be no life at 21l up here
on our hill. I cen sce through the glesses thet the streets sre pretiy well

‘eserted. @nly a few cars sre moving. The report says everything is under
U}fjixﬁ\cﬂntrol ond that we sre to continue to stey c-lm! I could be, if John were
L,

: here,
& 12:30 '
.HHHHThﬂ More enemy plenes have come sinee I wrote last. They must hove dropped
endiary bombs becsuse big fires burst out below ond are still raging with
greet flames shooting up into the aige. Vhat I cennot understend is why we do
not see 81l our own plenes. I hope Hickum Field wes not too severly demaged.
We heer pleanes snd then we see the tracer smoke puffs of the anti sircraft
being fired from Peerl Herborl The smeke has lessened from down there.
A1l cigilisn workers heve now been e¢alled to come to0 Pesrl Harbore. They
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~ report thet the roads are opened. So, even if John were home he would not
be eble to stey. However, he was there durlng the heavy attack snd thet is
whet is keeping-ma so keyed upe

Friends snd neighbors up on this hill have come to ssk me to stay with
them but I cannot. I must sty here in cese eny worRR comes to me. I am too
nervous to adjust myself to enother household. Jand is here, so I shell not
be rlone. I heve filled containers with wgter ind cese ahything happens to
the wetere, 1 h:ve fixed flesh lights for tonight because of course all will
be blecked out from now on, I gues:, Yie really sre not prepered for thete.

The redios esre now off--ordes® from the srmy so we ere getting no

news wh:tsoever. I heve not been sble to do ~ny work yet.
I cen see meny meyy creft circléng sbout sll over the ses. Sometimee
bhey cover themgelves with smoke.
' SPM

Still no¥ resl news only we ere getting 211 kinds of rumors. I know
nothing sbout John., Things seem feirly quiet but tonight things will not be
€0 good possiblyl We hove seen no plenes except Jopenese plenes snd thet is
what bothers me. WhR heve hesrd thet the oir fields heve been pretty bedly
done up ==both on this side of the isl nd end on the other side of the islend.
A btlg Jepenese fleet is supposed to be some miles off the iglend., Vord ceme
th~t some troops hsve landed « Also we have been told to store weater so I
herve ever container I heve filled. The bathtud is filled tooe.

People sre so nice sbout coméing in snd wenting me to go home with
them;but I just cennot €0 ite I feel much better here. So I am going to
stey home, John always wented me to do thet snyway becsuse we feel our house
is so much more comfort -ble in =n emergency. Ve like our stopey basement.

I wonder what you are hearing. You are ppobably dresdfully worried and
wishing we were not over here. + do not feel thdh way. Icennot believe
thet such » thing ss capture is possible=-only I do not like the absence of
our planes. We heve not hesrd sny gung for 2 long time. Our lend guns heve
not gone into action --the ones at the forts in the city below. I can see
~three forts from here. But neither did any Iend guns fire st the Ehﬁanaﬁe
rhenes thet flew over nnd that bothers me.

"I heve eaten some soup « I don't feel hungry but I knew 1 should est be=-
ceuse I wes beginning to feel feinte Now I feel better. :

$:20 PM

Thenk goodnesg--someone who Jjust got in from Pesrl Harbor telephoned me

to sey thet John is 211 right end thet he will come home ponight. He is to
te sllowed to lecsve 2t 7 tonights, Now I c¢rn re-lly rest 2 while in pésce. I
cen see, too thet the fires sre stopped down thet wey ond there heg not been
sny sound of guns for guite a spell, Nothing metters sbout tonghlt if he
only gets home ssfely. Thet mey be hord to do becsuse everything will be
blacked out, - :

4:20 PM

I em still breathing sighs of relief snd the neighbore sre all 80 glad
too thet John is safe, They have come over so oftens The men on the hill
cre orgenizing to work in shifts tonight 2s ¥mtbhhers. They stopped by to t2ll
m@ when they knew 1 vms going o be alone. The caught some parachutésts on
St.Lounis Heights so they will watch for that tonight and for incendiary bombs,

I fixed up a2 1little supply of things incsse snything should heppend that meent

I would hove to leave this house. Fow I am so relieved to know John will be
coming home, But I shall begin worrying szgein when he ig due end it is dark
end I shrllbe efrpid he is heving gifficunlty getting home in the dark. I am

not ofradfl for myself end hev not been at sny time, even if that sounds untnye -

My eyes have never felt so dry end I could not hsve shed 2 teer to save my
life. = =
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